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The	Ballpark	podcast	Episode	2.8	Where	did	the
opioid	epidemic	come	from?
With	the	skyrocketing	rates	of	opioid	abuse	and	overdose	deaths	in	the	US,	John	Collins	and	Alex	Soderholm	of
the	International	Drugs	Policy	Unit	join	us	to	dissect	the	key	questions	behind	this	epidemic:	what’s	at	the	root	of
this	opioid	crisis?	Where	are	these	drugs	coming	from?	And	what	can	the	US	do	about	it?
This	episode	features	Dr	John	Collins	Executive	Director	of	the	International	Drug	Policy	Unit	(IDPU)	within	the
LSE	US	Centre	and	Alexander	Soderholm,	Policy	Coordinator	of	the	IDPU.
Listen	to	Episode	2.8	on	Soundcloud
There	are	lots	of	ways	to	catch-up	with	upcoming	episodes	of	The	Ballpark
podcast:	visit	the	website,	or	visit	our	SoundCloud	page,	subscribe
on	iTunes	or	iTunesU,	or	add	this	RSS	feed	to	your	podcast	app.
We’d	love	to	hear	what	you	think	–	you	can	send	us	a	message	on
Twitter	@LSE_Ballpark,	or	email	us	at	uscentre@lse.ac.uk._
The	Ballpark	was	produced	with	help	of	the	LSE’s	Annual	Fund.		Our	theme	tune
is	by	Ranger	and	the	“Re-Arrangers”,	a	Seattle	based	gypsy	jazz	band.
Further	reading:
Trump’s	return	to	‘drug	war’	rhetoric	is	unlikely	to	succeed	in	a	region	that	has	largely	rejected	its
effectiveness	–	20	September	2017,	LSE	USAPP	Blog
Donald	Trump’s	interim	Opioid	Commission	report	did	not	mention	drug	courts.	Here’s	why	that’s	a	positive
step.	–	31	October	2017,	LSE	USAPP	Blog
Featured	image:	“DSC_0329“	by	Urban	Seed	Education	is	licensed	under	CC	BY-SA	2.0.
Note:		This	podcast	gives	the	views	of	the	interviews	and	co-hosts,	and	is	not	the	position	of	USAPP	–	American
Politics	and	Policy,	the	LSE	US	Centre,	nor	the	London	School	of	Economics.
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